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I MEAN, IT KNOW WHAT 
WITH YOUR HUSBAND ‘Ss 
ACCICENT AND ALL IT'S. 


L,UH, GOT THIS AEND G 
WHO'S SORT OF ON VACATION 
AN’ I JUST, Y'KNOW, HOPE 
THEY GET BACK OKAY AND 

EVERYTHING. 
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Comics Buyer’s Guide 
Fan Awards for 1984 
Vote for your favorite in each category: 


1. Favorite Editor 


2. Favorite Writer 


3. Favorite Artist 


4. Favorite Cover cccsecnsess+-cscsnsnecsssereqessesossavencenee iopibinecneosenccesinigasetaneveccesesighieecsereneenonrenssaansneee 


5. Favorite Comic Book 


6. Favorite Story 


7. Favorite Book* 


8. Favorite Character 


9. Favorite Supporting Character 


10. Favorite Publication about Comics 
11. Favorite Writer about Comics 


12, Favorite Fan Artist 


Phil Seuling Award for Favorite Direct-Sale-Only Title 


°“Favorite Book” can include your favorite graphic novel, favorite reprint collection, favorite book about 
comics, ete. — with a copyright date of 1984. : 


Only material cover-dated 1984 is eligible for consideration. 

Anyone may copy and circulate this ballot, and any fan may vote only once and 
vote for no more than one nominee in each category. Ballot-box stuffing will result 
in the destruction of all ballots involved. You need not vote in all categories. The 
Comics Buyer’s Guide is not eligible for Category 10. 


A free copy of The Comics Buyer’s Guide #600 (which will carry the results of . 


voting) will be sent to any voter who does not already have a current or expired sub- 
scription to CBG. 
Mail your ballot individually in a single envelope by April 13, 1985 to: 
The Comics Buyer’s Guide Fan Awards 
700 East State Street. 
Tola, Wisconsin 54990 
Age Male Female (circle one) 


Name 
Street or Box 


City, State, and ZIP 


Please type or print your vote and information clearly. 
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GREAT CHU-C7EAt’ WHO 
SLEEPS AT R'LYEH... JUST LIKE IN 
THE BUH-BOOKS OF AVA LUH-LOVE- 
CRAFT, EVERYONE THUH- THINKS i 
MU - MADE CTHULHU 27. 


& GENTLE... 
AND LOVING, 


+2, SO THAT... I CAN TELL HER... 
‘ WHERE SHE 1S GOING... WRONG, 


7 SOME SORT OF 
| GRUB THATS 
EATEN ITS WAY 


°esShadamedafas”’ 


(| TRAVELED 369484,278,025 MILES FOR REESE'S PIECES.) 


GOOD Ly LISTEN, T CAN'T STAY 
MORNING. TOO LONG TODAY, T HAVE 
TO GET UP TO THE AGH. 


HEY, WHAT'RE THOSE \\. 
SPLOTCHES OF RED STUF 


UP HERE? THEY LOOK 
S KINDA LIKE... 


OH GOD, I'm 
SORRY, T'LL SHUT 
UP IN A SECOND, 
~__ REALLY... 


I WAS SCARED. YOU TOOK SO 
MANY WEEKS TO COME BACK. 


.-.AND SO I JUST SAT AND 

WATCHED UNTIL YOU WERE ALL 

CATEN AWAY INTO THIS 
ORRIBLE BLUE SZHME. 


ALSO, A RUMOR 

WENT ROUND 
ELXSIM LAWNS 

ABOUT THIS 
PREGNANT WOMAN 
AT THE HOSPITAL. 
THAT WAS CONNECTED 

SOMEHOW, BUT IT'S 
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mess 


“EMINA, LISTEN, 17S NWO GOOP SITTING AROUNO, 
ANC FIDGETING. I'VE GOT TO 60.” 


; : OAD WAS RIGHT 
“LOUISIANA ‘S A LONG DRIVE, JOHN. WHY Sx) DID T TELL OU WHAT 
DONT OL WHIT UT HHARMIVE? LEY, f ee : 
CHUN..." : 6 


WERE NOT, AND IF I 
VA) EER MEET JOUR DAD TM GOING JO 
SS MW HUN. PASS ME THOSE SHIRTS.” Vp 
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“GET ‘EM YOURSELF, LOOK, WHAT HAVE THEY GOT IN, 
COUGIANA THAT WE DONT HAVE IN MEW Yok? 
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WAY Zh GOING 
70 LOUISIANA? 


JOHN CONSTANTINE, \Y 
AND I THINK we |p 


THAT'S RIGHT, AND 
SINCE FOR THE NEXT 
YOU 


TeAgpae7/ 
INSTANT FAINSPOR7” 
YOU LET YOUR BODY DIE 


CONSTANTINE... 
ME MORE... ABOUT 
MYSELF 2 


ANYWAY, I’M 
NOT A SUNDAY 
A.) SCHOOL TEACHER. 
1'VE GOT PLACES 


SIT EXPLAINING THINGS 
TO YOY IF YOU WANT 
ANSWERS, JOU/CL 
HAVE TO KEEP UP 
WITH HE. 


NO AROMISES, 
MIND. MAYBE T'LL 
GIVE YOU THE ANSWERS, 
MAYBE I HOV; 


THAT'S NOT THE POINT, 
LOVE, IT'S WHO YOUR 
\ BOYFRIEND THINKS AE 1S, 


WHAT HE iS, 
THERE’LL BE 
SOMETHING IN 
HIS LIFE THAT'S 
INCHUAELE, 
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ponies hits you dodin- in this fun new bike 
bag. It attaches to the front or backofyour 
bike, and ree can ie get it from Bonkers! 


@ Go Bonkers! Bike mel 


@ \ ep : 
| BONKERS! | 
— Bonners one oc 0 “HI 
BIKE oe | Wyoming, MN 55092 ev 
a ‘ E 
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All orders must be received August 15, 1985. 
Void whi mae coronal Offer good only 
low 6-8 weeks for delivery. 
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Caltrop, $5. DEFENSE ARTS, 
WC.,P.0. BOX 1028, SMYRNA, GA 


Thousands of 
For catalog sone 75¢@ ta 


ics 
122 E. 42 St.oNew York, NY 10168 
A Griaion of Cambersnedio ine. 


NEW AND IMPROVED 
Space Robot Mkt 


ROBOTS, ROBOTS. CATALOG $1.50 
800 BOWIE LANE, GREENWOOD, MS. 38930. 


CREATE PROFESSIONAL COMIC ART WITH 


tae COMIC ART CREATOR 

‘THE FIRST 3D CAD COMPUTER SYSTEM 
POR WRITERS, ARTISTS AND STUDENTS. 

FOR COMPLETE INFO AND SAMPLE PRINT- 

OUT SEND $1 (REFUNDED WITH ORDER) TO: 
Dept. D, Box 188 


NEWFANE GRAPHICS Newfane, Vs. 05245 
CARO = KIDS — even sizes 24- 
€8-10-12-14-16-18 — rag. & slim: 4-pkt pants — 
14.98; Gpkt pants — 21.98; 2-pkt shirts — 
14.99; 4-pkt shirts — 21.93; T-shirts — 7.99; 
fatigue caps — XS, S, M, L, XL — 6.98; scart! 
headband. — 2.99; adj. belt — 2.99; Badges: 
Special Forces — 3.99; Parachutist — 2.99; 
USMC + small — 3.99; USMC - large — 4.98; 
MANY MORE ITEMSI! For complete listing 
send $1 (refunded on ist order}, your name 
and address. WE PAY ALL SHIPPING CHARGES!! 
A COMPANY, Box 2123, Farmington, NM 87401. 
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éeuls International Karate School 
Dept. K30, Box H, Belmar, NJ 07719 


“Thousands in thousands of DC's, Marvels, 
jiver Age Cor 

coin or stamps to Harold 

Stuebdner Airline Suite #110, 

77087 (713) 893-7242 
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TEXAS RATTLESNAKE EGGS 
Wait until you see them hatch, you 
won't believe your eyes. Guaranteed 
to freighten anyone. Great for 
scaring your friends, teachers & 
enemies. Send your name and 
address plus $2.00 to: 

-S.W. 617 ANTHONY AD. 
CANUTILLO, TX 79836-DC 


GOLDEN Aas COMICS 


aaa TEE Goes conte ee 
4888 Boundary, San Diego, CA 82146 


nee: 


“pot belly” Send name and 

address for FREE information. 

CHARLES ATLAS®, P.0. Box D,81T 
Madison Sq. Sta., New York, NY 10159 5% 


SHFR = chauffeur .'ic2 


lists 46,000 words by sound. if can say it, 
YOR oa is St Pe k or Money 
rente Pilot Light, Box 305A, Stone Min., GA 
Satisfaction is guaranteed or your 
money back. Allow three weeks for delivery. 


Closeout Special! Digital Watches 
Hours, Minutes and seconds display. 
Also has month and day display. Has 
light for easy night reading. Battery in- 
cluded. Heavy duty casting and band. 
RUSH $3.00 to Northwestern Sales 
inc. 6593-12 Powers Ave., Jacksonville, 
Fla. 32217 


BEN ODA REMEMBERED 
BY ANDREW HELFER 


You probably never thought twice 
about Ben Oda. He was never 
interviewed by the fanzines. He was 
never the guest of honor at a comics 
convention. Fans never begged him 
for his autograph. The spotlight never 
touched him. And there's probably a 
very good reason for that. Ben Oda was 
neither writer nor artist nor comic book 
creator. He was just one of the 
hundreds of people who put the 
finishing touches on comics. Ben Oda 
was, to put it simply, a letterer. 

But Ben Oda had a fan club. An 
exclusive group. We kept its very 
existence a secret. Instead of calling it 
“The Ben Oda Fan Club,” we called it 
DC Comics. To us, Ben was not only 
our favorite comic book letterer; he 
was also our favorite human being. 
And when he passed away a few. weeks 
ago, we all became acutely aware of a 
space in our lives that would never 
again be filled. 

Ben Oda was one of an ever- 
dwindling greup of comic book 
professionals—the “old timers.” He 
worked on comics in:their infancy, 
through their heyday, and right into 
the present. In the forties, his 
distinctive lettering style graced the 
pages of Jack Kirby's early work. Inthe 
fifties, when Harvey Kurtzman needed 
Hand-lettering for his now-famous EC 
war comics, Ben was the man asked to 


i 


ON SALE THE WEEK 


OF MARCH 21, 1985 


0 Saga of the Swamp Thing 37: New 
growth patterns and other abilities 
emerge in Swamp Thing! 


do it. He was a letterer for the Chicago 
Tribune and King Features 
Syndicate, regularly turning out 


Annie, The Phantom, and others too 
numerous to mention. And until mere 


most prolific letterer working at DC 
Comics. 
Those are the facts—they’re easy to 
tell. What's harder to explain isthe way 
Ben touched us all—every day of his 
life. 
Among other letterers, Ben was the 
acknowledged —I remember 
Tom Orzekowski's delight over being 
introduced to him some years ago; and 
Bob Lappan literally studied Ben's 
work with a comprehensiveness that 
Ben found both flattering and 
confusing. He never quite understood 
why anyone would give his work a 
second glance—as far as he was 
concerned, his job was simply to make 
the writer and artist look as good as 
possible. 

And that’s exactly what Ben did so 
well—twenty-four hours a day, seven 
days a week, or so it seemed. Ben 
would come into the DC offices every 
day at four-thirty in the afternoon (you 
could set your clock to it) with a 
staggering number of lettered pages. If 
you had a book that needed to be 
lettered overnight, you just gave it to 
Ben. Truth to tell, we took him for 
granted. He was the ultimate pinch- 
hitter, and he got the DC team out of 
more than one deadline jam. But, like 
most pinch-hitters, he seldom received 
the praise he deserved. 

And as much as we'd all like to 
believe otherwise, Ben. was no speed 
demon: He'd work long hours, sit 


O Batman and the Outsiders 22: As 
Alan Davis takes over the art, the 
origin of Halo is resolved! 

O Green Lantern 189: Hal Jordan 
begins his hunt for the Predator, plus 
Tales of the Green Lantern Corpsl 

O Sgt. Rock 401: A strange visitor 
from the Cosmos has a strange effect 
on Easy Company! 

UO Warlord 94: The return of Machiste 
and Mariah! 

O Blue Devil 13: The Demon, Zatanna, 
and Green Lantern try'to help a 
possessed Dan Cassidy! 


pages of Prince Valiant, Little Orphan 


days before he left us, Ben was algo the 


hunched over his drawing board late 
into the night, all to meet what he 
undoubtedly felt was a personal 
commitment to a friend. Sometimes, in 
his desire to please and help out, he 
would push himself too far, and the 
strain would show. Often, the results 
were hilarious. Once in a while, 
Batman might “fight a warton crime,” 
and Superman might be referred to as 
“The Man of Seel.” We'd laugh 
together over Ben’s occasional 
blooper, and seldom think about the 
sleepless nights he'd put in just to get 
the job finished. Again, we took him for 
granted. 

But when the job was finally done, 
Ben would sit himself down in one 
editorial office or another and just 
shoot the breeze. This was where you 
really got to know and appreciate Ben. 
He could talk about practically 
anything—World War II and his time 
in the service (he was a paratrooper, a 
spy, and a part-time baseball player), 
his memories of comic book pros he'd 
worked with in the past, his family, the 
performance of various players on his 
Monday night bowling team, and the 
current state of the comic book field. 
All his stories and opinions were 
delivered with such a keen sense of 
humor that you couldn't help but 
laugh. 

But there was more to Ben than just 
that. When Ben told a story, he became 
a kind of Japanese Will Rogers, a 
homespun humorist with a shy smile 
that could melt ice. Dozens of wrinkles. 
etched into his face, laugh lines 
mingling with the ones that simply 
come with age, Ben often seemed like 
an ancient yet humane sage, always 
aware of the humor in life, and 
enjoying every minute of it. You had 
only to talk to Ben to see that this was 
true. His eyes would sparkle with life, 
and in an almost mystical 
transference, our eyes would sparkle 
too. 
And perhaps, when all is said and 
done, this was the most wonderful Y 
thing about Ben—his uncanny ability 
to make us smile, to make us laugh, to 
lift us out of our late-afternoon 
doldrums with a simple anecdote or 
tall tale—to simply be Ben. These were 
his gifts to us, these were the things we 
took for granted, and these are the 
things we will miss the most. 


O Who's Who 4: The Cadre to 
Cinnamon—includes captains Storm, 
Atom, Cold, and Boomerang! 

O Talent Showcase 17: More special 
tales including the conclusion to 
“Collapsar’’! 

© Infinity, inc. 15: The final secret of 
Chroma, and a new tragedy awaits the 
Intinitors! 

CD New Teen Titans 9: Titans, both 
Mythological and Teen, and the gods 
of Olympus against Thia and Typhon! 
O. The Hunger Dogs: Jack Kirby's 
graphic novel sequel to the New Gods! 


IT'S ALL 


RIGHT, SON. 


EVERYTHINGS 
ALL RIGHT... 


Dear Alan, Steve, John, and crew of 
SWAMP THING ANNUAL #2: 

Just a short note to convey my appre- 
ciation for that masterpiece of an 
annual. | hope that this letter is only one 
of thousands that you receive praising 
ST Annual #2. | can’t remember being 
so impressed by a single issue of any 
title. To put it bluntly: your annual re- 
affirmed my faith in comic art. Thank 
you all. 

By the way, Alec wasn’t the only one 
crying at the end. 

Sincerely, 

Matt L. Holmes 

1009-301 Base Line Rd. W 

London, Ontario, Canada 

We didn’t get thousands of letters, Matt. 

but the second SWAMP THING AN- 

NUAL did provoke the most mail receiv- 

ed on this title to date. And... so we can 

squeeze in as many of your varying 

missives as space permits, I'm going to 
keep my comments to a minimum. 


sneee 


Dear Editor, 

So this is death! If, in afterlife, we are 
tied to our corporeal forms, as indicated 
in SWAMP THING ANNUAL #2, then my 
life-tong fear and loathing of death is 
warranted. God forbid that Heli be 
tangible. 

Although | am not a religious person, 
today | bagin to devise ways to atone for 
my sins. You folks are putting out 2 
chiller of a comic book. 

Very truly yours, 

Jerry Namba 

$618 Birchleaf Avenue 
Pico Rivera, CA 90660 


Dear All, 

The second SWAMP THING ANNUAL 
was more than I'd dared hope for, a fan- 
tastic journey into an extremely well 
thought-out realm. To begin with, the 
cover set the mood for the story with its 
hint of Hieronymous Bosch in some of 
the creatures, The story itself contains 
some wonderfully evoked ‘moments of 
pure emotion, ranging from warmth and 
love to absolute horror. Examples: the 
beautifully simple acceptance of the 
“Region of the Just Dead” by the boy, 
something which his mother could not 
at first comprehend; and the friendship 
between Swampy and Alec. 

But the most powerful scenes of 
emotion were those involving Sunder- 
land and Arcane, Sunderland was an 


almost pathetic figure, someone who 
saw himself as a leader in life, now 
reduced to servitude, who believed 
himself justified in dispensing pain, now 
condemned to suffer it eternally. Yet his 
suffering was as nothing compared to 
Arcane’s: with him Alan really brought 
out the true nature of Hell, the never- 
ending despair. Arcane’s scream on p. 
32 could almost be heard coming off the 
page, it was so intense. Great writing, 
Alan. 

Also excellent was Swampy having to 
face the results of his handiwork. He 
was obviously affected by what had 
happened to Sunderland, as seen in the 
last panel of p. 30. But it spoke lots for 
his hatred of Arcane that he took 
pleasure in seeing him suffering and 
even more so in telling him that he'd 
only been in Hell for a day. tronic, that, 
since it was hatred that dragged Arcane 
down to Hell in the first place; but with 
Swampy the hatred is more than 
balanced by love. Still, it's to Alan’s 


-credit that he hasn’t made Swampy 


simply a force for good/life but rather 
has given him that hint of brutality with 
which we can all identify. 

Art-wise, the Annual was stunning, 
especially the parts where Steve and 
John could really let their imaginations 
go and create all manner of things as 
inhabitants of Hell. Special ‘highlights 
were Alec’s Heaven (p. 14), the Spectre 
(p. 19), and Etrigan (p. 26). There really 
isn’t much | can say about the art, as it 
was just so beautifully done; ali the time 
Steve and John took off the regular book 
to work on the Annual really payed 
dividends. You can see how much they 
must have enjoyed working on the 
mystical and infernal sequences, 

There's also the story's parallel with 
Dante‘s Divine Comedy. | was wonder- 
ing to what degree, if st all, you were 
going to employ this view of the after- 
life and I'm glad you didn’t rely ex- 
ciusively on it. The connections were 
there, the different guides for different 
regions, but the Annual’s story was 
unique in just about every other way, 
most particularly the fact that Dante has 
just about everything explained to him 
so that in the end he has a pretty good 
idea of how the (heliocentric) universe 
functions, but Swampy is told very little 
and so the mystery is maintained. 
Thanks for not throwing in revelations 
about the universe at every turn just for 
the sake of extra sensationalization. 
After all, if someone like Deadman can't 
get more than just a few pieces of the 
puzzle, what chance do we have? I’m 
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glad you kept itto a minimum, with a few 


“hints thrown in (such as the “‘reincar- 


nation option’). 

Finally, the coloring was superb: the 
high-quality paper combined with Tat- 
jana‘s skill brought out some of the most 
vibrant hues I've seen in a nongiossy 
paper book. Well done. 

So till the next issue of the regular 
mag, bye now! 

Yours sincerely, 

Mark Dito 

13 Cameron Ave. 

Eariwood 2206 

Sydney, Australia 

Tatjana’s coloring never ceases to 
amaze me, Mark, but the extra-vibrancy 
this issue was due to a new printing. 
method. The Annual was the second 
book DC published on the Flexographic 
press, which uses a water-based ink. 
instead of an oil-based one. The paper 
was the same Mando stock we always 
use on our newsprint line, but it 
appeared to be whiter and brighter 
because water-based ink is lighter and 


. eleaner than oil, which tends to absorb 


into the paper more. Currently, all of 
OC’s mini-series are being printed on 
the same press. : 


enaee 


Dear Karen, Alan, Steve, John, Tatjana, 
and John, s 

“Down Amongst the Dead Men” heid 
together—up to a cold point. | could dis- 
count it as one opinion (Alan’s}, but as. 
it's read by so many, touching and influ- 
encing in its own medium’s subtle 
guise, | must comment, 

The artwork offered a nightmarish 
and grotesque perspective of the after- 
world. ff one took stock in such dark 
theology, this view would warrant @ 
goosebump or two: dank, overpopu- 
lated with slithering horror. 

The writing of Swamp Thing's Divine 
Comedy did have its fascinating 
moments: the region of the just dead, 
grazing poltergeist, a flower’s beauty 
making heil bleaker, and Arcane’s chill- 
ing “yesterday” scream, 

The breakdown points were more 
serious. Deadman’s announcement 
that god was female brought a percepti- 
ble yawn; Phantom Stranger’s contra- 
diction caused a head shake; heaven's 
“smaliness” was overly pessimistic. 
Disturbing. 

Page 31 raked most. Saying god “can- 
not prevent (each soul's) fall” limits a 
supposedly all-powerful being. If man 
creates his individual hell and heaven, 


what's the use of god? If god allows 
suffering and can stop. it, if. god is not 
parent (creator?), if god didn’t begin 
heaven and hell’s pattern, then 
he/she/it is: nonexistent or undeserv- 
ing of worship. For this useless deity 
allowed Abby to be undeservingly cast 
into- hell. If not-for Swamp Thing’s love 
(manipulated by god would destroy the 
“free will” concept), she would've spent 
eternity.in torment. 

J-conclude SWAMP THING #2 took 
place in another dimension, perhaps a 
parallel earth (Earth-H). And # will 
always believe love is more powerful 
than demons or gods. That, atleast, was 
well put across. For the last two pages, | 
thank you. 

Sincerely, 
Kevin J. Dooley 

5236 Kester Ave. #6 

Van Nuys, CA 91411 
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Dear Atan: 

When | read “Anatomy Lesson,” | 
knew you were on to something good. 
The subsequent issues astounded me, | 
had no idea how good SWAMP THING 
could be. 

ThenJ read “Down Amongst the Dead 
Men” and saw the promise fulfilled. | 
don’t know how you are. going to top 
that. The SWAMP THING ANNUAL was 
one of the best comics | have seen in my 
25 years of reading, and | have read 
everything. 

The scenes of Hell in Marvel and DC 
comics have never been particularly 
vile, but the aspects of Hell shown in 
SWAMP THING ANNUAL were truly 
inspired. The characterization of The 
Demon was the best. You took one of the 
most boring characters in the DC uni- 
verse and made him interesting. I'm 
very touchy about Deadman, but you 
handled him perfectly. | liked the way 
the Phantom Stranger called Deadman 
“a young spirit.” 

Often a great writer is not appre- 
ciated until he moves on. | just want you 
to know you are one of the finest and | 
look forward to anything you write. 

Thanks, 

Mike Sangiacomo 
454 Spruce St. 
Pottstown, PA 19464 
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Dear Alan, Steve, and John, 

This story in SWAMP THING ANNUAL 
#2 was absolutely and positively one of 
the best stories that DC or any company 
has run in recent years. The reason is of 
course the above-mentioned creative 
team. No praise high enough can be 
heaped upon these three, each tops in 
their respective spots. Alan Moore is the 
new. Edgar Allan Poe, if that’s at all 
possible. His writing is eons. ahead of 
any other writer in the field. It’s classic 
and poetic, horrible and loving, all atthe 
same time. He also is obviously a man of 
taste, using the ghostly guest stars he 
did in this issue. | especially appre- 
ciated the Deadman appearance. 
Boston Brand deserves some regular 


spot in the DC world. ! am casting a vote 


for some such series, andAlantoheadit ~ 


up-as writer ... even a mini-series. 
Then there’s the art. | have said since 
these two started on Swampy that they 
would both get high acclaim as soon as 
the critics and fans noticed ... it appears 
as though the time has come, because 
the two of them, plus Alan, are currently 
up there with Howard Chaykin's 
American Flagg! as the most. talked- 
about series in comics. The title. has 
been earned. The things this book 
produces, such stunning visuals, tragic 
writing, gripping plot lines, and to think 
they had to crawl from behind the large 
shadow cast by Len Wein and Berni 
Wrightson. They kept.Swampy and his 
cast, but they went on a different eerie 
path. Friends of mine used to turn their 
nose up when! praised the current ST 
series, they claimed it could never 
compete with the original. Perhaps it 
can’t, but can the original compete with 

this? 

Mark Waldman 
9639 Amigo Avenue 
Northridge, CA 91324 
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Dear Everyone, 

tt never fails. When |, put down an 
issue of SWAMP THING, | must stare at 
the ceiling and think. Or try not to, 
depending on the-issue. When a comic 
makes me think, | often must write those 
responsible for my musings with the 
results. That's why you've been getting 
so many parcels of squashed dead trees 
from me. You didn’t think your second 
annual would be an.exception, did you? 
“Sophisticated Suspense” «is no idle 
claim. 

Alan, you amaze me. Your. writing 
isn't just poetry; it’s-a sonnet, Etrigan 
notwithstanding. Yours is’ the best 
spiritual world view I've come across, 
and I think I'll stick with it. Don't worry, [ 
won't worship you or try tobecome your 
disciple or anything like that. (Wasthata 
sigh of disappointment |. just heard?) 
Just thank you for putting chings in per- 
spective. | must modify your idea of Hell, 
though. | rather like Larry Niven’s.con- 
ception of-it, that you don’t stay forever 
and'can leave any time you want, if you 
want it enough. You get your escape the 
old-fashioned way:.you earn it. 

Swampy's visit to Heaven seryed to 
show that Holland truly is. dead, and his 
soul did not transfer to Swamp Thing as 
some may have speculated. Swampy’s 
familiarity with the afterlife makes me 
think he relinquished his struggle for 
humanity too soon.. It implies that 
Swampy is a reincarnated soul, and:if | 
remember my mysticism correctly, only 
humans have souls. {i have some doubts 


about that, though, when I consider the . 


dolphins and other intelligences.) Let’s 
hope he realizes that. We've also gotten 
some exceilent insights into the char- 
acters. of Deadman, the Phantom 
Stranger, the Spectre, and Etrigan, As 
we've seen, they all have deat miscon- 
ceptions, and are.. surptised when 
proven wrong. Deadman thinks God is 
female. The Stranger is shown that 


Swampy isn‘t Alec Holland, and that one 

need not enter Hell alone. The Spectre 

has Jim Corrigan waved in his face. 

Etrigan believes himself to be half-man, 

but |. suspect that also is a delusion. | 

wonder how many readers picked up on 
this theme? 

David Alan Wright 

39 Howard St. 

New Britain, CT 06051 
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Dear Alan, Steve, John, Karen, Tatjana, 
and John (again), ‘ 

1 just today bought the second 
SWAMP THING ANNUAL, and, as if you 
don't know it, you have crafted the 
single best SWAMP. THING story ever 
done. Aside from featuring two of my 
all-time favorite comic characters 
(Swampy. and Deadman), you also 
produced the only incident in my entire 
reading history (which includes the 
E.C.'s, Stephen King, et. al.) where | was 
actually horrified. Arcane asks, “How 
many years have | been here?’ Swamp 
Thing replies, “Since yesterday.” I'm 
not even sure where the true horror 
struck me in this scene, only that it did, 
and hard. 

As-a side note, the printing seemed 
unusually crisp this issue, and the color 
more brilliant than usual (although not 
the garishness one expects from Baxter 
books), and this leads me to ask if 
perhaps you used a different paper stock 
this time around, or a new printing 
process, perhaps? 

Maybe it’s just because it's the best 
story ever published in a comic book. 

Alan Doane 
Rt. 40, Box 3182 
Greenwich, NY 
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Dear Compadres, 

Bravo. 

Previously, in all my fifteen years asa 
comic book collector, | had not once 
savored ‘so well-scripted a story; and it 
took my mother-to explain to me just 
what it was that I'd gone through!’ She 
never reads comics, but | own 800: Yet 
after | read her SWAMP THING AN- 
\NUAL #2, she. called -your comic °a 
mythology, and it struck me. 

So now |! reatize what your comic book 
is. After countiess attempts, a comic 
book has:become mythology’s natural 
extension..Alan Moore, my inspiration 
for wanting, to become a comic book 
writer, by his poetic touches, and 
‘Stephen’ and John for their passionate 
‘rendering of Swamp's macabre fabric, 
are the best team for this book. 

¥ Very Truly Yours, 
Arthur Salazar 


NEXT: A subterranean vampire town, a 
bizarre “mating” ritual. plas grotes- 


_ queries galore as Swamp Thing makes 


his first stop in the “American Gothic”! 
See you then—Karen 
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Introducing Clear-Ups™ 
from Noxzema” 
When it comes to actually 
clearing your skin, Clear-Ups™ 
Medicated Cleansing 
Pads can clear the acne 
pimples you already have, 
absorb oil, and help prevent 
new pimples before they 
surface. Clear-Ups help re- 
move blackheads and 
open clogged pores with one 
of the most effective acne 
medicines you can buy. In fact, 
there’s nothing more effective. 
Better skin. 
That's the clear difference. 
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Clean is good. ~<a 
Clearis better. “~~ _ 
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